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Sidebar - Article placed alongside the main  
This Sunday, January 17, 2016 the Executive Council will present and pass a    
balanced budget that has been assembled by a Budget Committee made up of 
Ministry Board Chairs and several other key leaders of our church.   There was a 
mandate by the Executive Council in  September 2015 to pass a balanced budget.  
Period.   
 
Over the past several years we have passed a deficit budget and crossed our       
fingers, folded our hands and prayed we would end the year in the “black” or even.                   
Unfortunately for the past five years the year ended in a deficit and the outstanding bills were 
paid out of reserve funds.  Thankfully we held those funds in reserve, however our pledged and 
un-pledged income fell short of the church’s expenses.  Reserve funds will not last forever. 
 
In May 2015 I spoke with our chair of Stewardship Board of Ministry, Tim Burns, and told him 
the Board of Stewardship Ministry’s task would be to inform our members and friends about 
our many diverse ministries. The campaign included informing you of the importance of invest-
ing in the ministry of this church to the region, nation and world.   
 
The Board of Stewardship Ministry exceeded expectations.  The Moments of Information, the 
Narrative Budget Booklet, the Information Table located in the atrium every Sunday provided a 
transparency that you responded to.  The number of pledged offerings have increased.  The 
amount of pledged monies has increased.  The number of Electronic Funds Transfer offerings 
has increased.  The Executive Council has laid out a schedule of fundraising activities.  A      
committee has been formed to provide a monthly community Spaghetti Dinner to invite our 
neighbors to come to First Congregational Church of Tallmadge for an evening meal.   
 
I could go on but this is a monthly Sidebar - an article placed alongside the main article.  The 
main article is this:  We are The Jesus presence in this region and following Jesus we follow the 
command to “Love one another as I have loved you” - easily recited but sometimes difficult to 
practice.  “Love” those the rest of the world would leave behind.  “Love” those who arrive here 
and discover a home where “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s       
journey you are welcome here.” We hear and listen to the Still Speaking God - listen to 
understand before we reply.  Love those who we disagree with.  Engage in courageous            
conversation and grow in our faith.   
 
You are making a difference in the world and if we were not here the message would be           
diminished.  First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC is a regional church with        
members arriving from as far away as Kent, Rittman, Mohawk Lake, Broadview Heights, 
Brecksville and places in between.  We have members from five Ohio Counties (Medina, Stark, 
Portage, Cuyahoga, Summit) This is “Home.”   
 
Our outreach, programs and ministry groups have increased - the message of Jesus has been 
“preached” by your actions.  Your commitment to this church demonstrated by your financial 
promise of support is an endorsement - an article alongside the main article - an act of faith.   
God will bless your gifts and you, and what we are doing - we are the sidebar. 
 
Love, 
Dr. John 
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C.S. Lewis, theologian and British novelist, once said, “I pray because the need flows out 

of me all the time, waking and sleeping. It doesn’t change God, it changes me.”   

This month, our Confirmation students and high schoolers will once again be participating in 

Prayer Stations.  Prayer Stations create a time and space for people to experience God in 

their lives, to speak to God, and also to listen.  They can be highly creative or very simple. 

Each station provides a reflection and focus, perhaps with Bible verses, and suggests an activity to engage 

in.  Some examples of Prayer Stations are labyrinths, writing words that come to mind after reading scrip-

ture, and reflecting on the many faces of Jesus.   

They do this because, when we pray, God doesn’t change, but we do. We become more aware of 

God’s  presence in our lives, we move from thinking all about ourselves to thinking of others in the world 

and in our lives.   We consider the needs of others when we come to God in prayer. We are able to focus on 

specific topics and themes to engage in a conversation with God.  Prayer stations allow the students to en-

gage in a deeper   relationship with their Creator through a different and often hands on approach.   

I want to invite you, yes you, a child of God to join us on Sunday, February 21st to walk through the 

Fellowship Hall following worship and try a few prayer stations. You may be surprised to see how 

peaceful you feel when reflecting with God on the blessings in your life. You may be moved by the words of 

another person who wrote words of encouragement for you in the sand.   

I admit, it may seem different, even weird at first. But as Max Lucado once said, “Our prayers may be awk-

ward. Our attempts may be feeble. But since the power of prayer is in the One who hears it and not in the 

one who says it, our prayers do make a difference.”  When you take a moment to carve out a little extra 

time to participate in these Prayer Stations, you will be amazed at what the power of prayer does.  It brings 

us into a closer relationship with God, neighbor and Creation.   

God created us to worship with our whole selves, including our bodies.  Through the act of taking           

communion, standing during the Gospel, bowing our heads to pray, and receiving Ashes on our heads, we 

are using our bodies to worship our God.  These prayer stations give an additional way to use our bodies, 

through physically exploring different types of prayer, themes, and topics to discuss and reflect with God 

about.   

As you can tell, I am passionate about creative experiential worship such as Prayer Stations. I pray that this 

opportunity allows you and our students to deepen relationship with God as we journey our way through 

Lent.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Sarah 
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SPIRITUAL/PASTORAL CARE CORNER 

A Need to Find Peace 

     Approaching Christmas, everything seemed to be going well, on schedule, with little or no stress until a 
very annoying phone call which came while wrapping presents for my 15 children and grandchildren    x2, 
+ 5 other dear friends’ gifts the day before Christmas Eve.  Aside from the caller disregarding my explana-
tion  for wanting to keep the conversation short, which had nothing to do with Christmas at all, and being 
pressured with many unnecessary questions that could have waited until after Christmas to be discussed, 
trying to be patient and kind, my temper began to boil as this is a frequent pattern of that person that I try 
very hard to contend with.  I was so far from a Christmas spirit after this uninvited annoyance.  My blood 
pressure rose I am sure, and I felt like I was ready to blow a gasket!  I prayed and tried very hard to get in 
control and return to my desired Christmas spirit, yet still remained very upset.  I asked God to forgive my 
ugly anger and worked very hard to calm down and try to be understanding  of  the offender.  The Christ-
mas Eve service was helpful and very soothing, but still I was not at peace to the degree I (and God) would 
have liked.                    

                                                                                   

     On Christmas Day, I was still awaiting the arrival of my family to travel home and decided to go on a 
hike in a Metro Park to find peace with God and myself.  Beginning my hike with prayer, instantly, when 
my feet touched the path in the woods, I felt I was walking on the gift of God’s Earth and I began to feel 
peace enter my soul.  I was still on the first stretch of path when I saw two young deer approaching to 
cross the path before me.  The first one spotted me as I stopped on the path to observe the beautiful ani-
mals.  The first one proceeded bravely and patiently across the path and the second one followed.  The sec-
ond one looked back and a third young deer followed them cautiously, yet with trust, after seeing me.  I felt 
they were a gift to me!  I proceeded further down the path and spotted 4 doe lounging more deeply in the 
woods on the forest floor and 1 buck appearing to be standing guard where the young deer most likely had 
departed from.  They were resting peacefully and blended into the scene of the winter woods without 
snow with an amazing camouflage I had never realized before.  I felt even more peace and the recipient of 
another wonderful gift!  I felt like they freely shared their world with me.  I really felt that God spoke to me 
through these animals, a lesson from God through His gifts that we are to enjoy and appreciate this world 
and have peace, trust, love, and calm like those deer, a gift to my soul.  I proceeded with my hike enjoy-
ing the peaceful experience and walking on God’s Earth.  I approached more deer to the left approximately 
20 feet off the path, and two men approaching from the opposite direction.  Initially, I felt on guard about 
strange men in the seclusion of the woods, but I remembered my lesson of moments before and let myself 
trust the men, and stopped to watch the deer.  The closer the men came, I saw that one man had a camera 
and he seemed to be making sure it was obvious to me it was a camera so as not to alarm me.  I pointed to 
the deer on the left and he was pleased to begin taking photos of them.  The other man looked to be related 
to the first man, perhaps  brothers sharing a nice Christmas Day experience together.  They both smiled, 
and I whispered “Merry Christmas” to them (not wanting to disrupt the photo opportunity of the deer for 
them).   

 

     I continued my long hike, seeing 14 deer in all, checked for ticks when I got home, and thanked God for 
the peace in my soul, health and mobility to hike, and the wonderful gift of the deer and the message they 
taught me on Christmas Day!        

 

Ashamed of my anger! – Anonymous  
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January 31– (4:30-6:30PM) 2nd Annual Fat (Tues) Ash Wednesday program  
  (MANDATORY FOR CONFIRMATION 2 STUDENTS) 
 We will be celebrating both Fat Tuesday and Ash Wednesday with a pancake supper, games, 

and a short prayer service.  Please let Pastor Sarah know if you are coming so that we have 
enough pancakes! 

February 5- (7PM Meet at church for tubing) BRANDYWINE TUBING & LOCK-IN  
 We will go to Brandywine for tubing then come back here for pizza, games and more! Friends 

are invited but need to follow our rules.  
 RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST SINCE WE HAVE TO PREPAY. Please sign up on Bulletin 

Board. ($25-cover tubing and pizza) 
February 7– (8AM-11:30AM) SUPERBOWL SUB SALE  
 (MANDATORY FOR EVERYONE GOING ON MISSION TRIP) 
 If you are going on the Mission Trip, please be sure to help make subs and distribute them this 

morning. 
February 21- (9-10AM) PRAYER STATIONS  
  (MANDATORY FOR CONFIRMATION 1 STUDENTS)  
  All students 8th grade and above are invited to participate   
    (4-5:30PM) YOUTH FELLOWSHIP– FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT 
  Come play Apples to Apples and other games as we learn about the Fruits of the Spirit. 
February 28- (4-5:30PM) YOUTH FELLOWSHIP– LEFTOVERS FOR THE LORD  
 Come play all the games that I planned but we never got to play at previous youth fellowship 

nights. It will be a night of relay races, games, and fun! There’s nothing leftover we have that 
God can’t use for His glory! 

High School Schedule 

Confirmation 1 

February 21- (9-10AM) PRAYER STATIONS  

 (MANDATORY) 

All students 8th grade and above will be         

participating in a Lenten Preparation experience 

in the Fellowship Hall. Students will engage in 

creative prayer stations. It should be a fun,          

interesting and new way of praying. 

Confirmation 2 

January 31– Fat (Tues) Ash Wednesday          

Program  

(MANDATORY)  

Meet for a pancake supper, games, and a short 

prayer service. Please let Pastor Sarah know if 

you are coming to make sure we make enough 

pancakes! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

College Scholarships for high school students, college students and adults pursuing continuing 

education.  Applications will be available on Sunday, March 6th. Please make sure to pick 

yours up.   The deadline to return them to the office is April 24th.  
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Middle School Fellowship 

We have a funny schedule for the next few months due to fun activities.  It seems that we will be 
meeting every other Thursday.  I will try and remind you on Wednesday evenings about our meet-
ings. 

January 21– No Fellowship 

January 24- Broom Ball at Kent State after worship* 

January 28-   Fellowship 6:00- 7:15 

February 4- No Fellowship 

February 11- Fellowship 6:00- 7:15 

February 18- No Fellowship 

February 19- Tubing Lock-In* 

February 25—Fellowship 6:00-7:15 

Broom Ball* 

On Sunday, January 24, Middle School fellowship and High 
School fellowship will be going to Kent State Ice Arena to play 
some “friendly” (or competitive) games of Broom Ball.  No skating       
abilities needed, you will be in your tennis shoes and we will give 

you the brooms and helmets.  If you have your own helmet, please bring it.  We will leave after 
worship, around 11:45, and head to KSU.  Afterwards, we will go have pizza and return around 
3:00 p.m.  Friends are welcome and encouraged to come.  The cost will be $20 for everything.  
Please sign up on the bulletin board. 

 

 

Middle School Tubing Lock-In* 

Our annual Tubing Lock-In is on February 19-20.  We will come to the 
church at 7 PM, play games, eat food, go tubing, and play more games.  To 
make this happen, we need adults to help. I need at least 3 adults to spend 
the night- two of whom need to be male. I also need drivers to the          
Brandywine tubing.  Reservations are a must since we have to prepay.  
Please sign up on the bulletin board.  The cost is $25 per person. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

First Communion 

First Congregational Church has stepping stones in children’s faith journey and one 
of those is First Communion.  In 4

th
 grade, we offer 2 classes with the pastors or 

Wendy Brown teaching the children about communion- what it is, what it means, 
symbolism, last supper and how we take communion.  Then on the first Sunday in 
March, we have the children take communion with their parents in the sanctuary.  If 

your child would like to take part in the classes and communion, please let Wendy Brown know.  The 
classes are February 21st and 28th at 9:15 am in Dr. John’s office.  On March 6th, we ask that the 
parents and the child come to the sanctuary at 9:15 to practice the morning partaking of communion.  
If you have any questions, please see Wendy. 
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Women’s Fellowship:      

“Practical” Bingo 

Thursday, February 4th at 10:30 a.m. 

Lunch will be served for $6 following Bingo.  

The Acme  Community Cash Back 

program ended on January 6th.  

Please turn in any receipts you may 

have by February 1st.  The Acme 

box is located in the Atrium.    

Thanks ,  Women’s Fellowship 

Image of God Women’s Conference 
WHO I AM 

Mission Trip Fundraising 

If you are planning to go on the Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement this year, all students are ex-

pected to participate in the fundraising events.  

Please Mark Your Calendar!  

*all dates subject to change and additions* 

Feb 6- (8-11:30AM) Make and Distribute Subs 

Feb 21- (8-11:30AM) Sell Trivia Night Tickets 

Feb 28- (8-11:30AM) Sell Trivia Night Tickets 

Mar 4– (6-8:30PM) Church Trivia Night (sell tickets before hand and help make pizza beforehand) 

Mar 6– (8-11:30AM) Collect Clothing and Load onto  Trucks 

Mar 13- (8-11:30AM) Collect Clothing and Load onto Trucks 

May 29- (8-11:30AM) Sell Postcards 

Jun 5- (8-11:30AM) Sell Postcards 

A Women’s “Tea Time with God” Bible Study will take place each 
Thursday afternoon at 1:30PM beginning on February 11th through March 
24th. Bring your Bible and Tea Cup for tea and discussions on Scripture. Pastor 
Sarah will be leading this study in the library. If you are interested in participat-
ing, please sign the sign up sheet on the welcome center or let the office know.  

I look forward to studying God’s Word with you as we journey through Lent! 

http://www.imageofgod.org
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

St. Patty’s Day Trivia Night 

March 4th  6-8:30 pm 

Open to ALL ages!   

Come join us for a fun night of pizza, trivia, and prizes! 

There will be questions for every generation! It doesn’t matter if you are 5 or 95, there will be trivia 
questions that only you may have the answer to! 

Pizza, soda and dessert will be served.   

Adults $7          Children $ 4        Maximum Family $ 20 

Let’s see if you have the luck of the Irish! 

All proceeds will go toward the Intergenerational Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement in Frakes, KY. 

Use your old worn out clothing and cloth items to help us help others! 

Planning on doing Spring Cleaning at your house?  Let us help! 

There will be an Easter Seals Truck in the parking lot on  

Sundays, March 6th and 13th  

to collect items for donation. 

We will get money for each pound of donated items. 

 The money will go to support our Mission Trip and Confirmation Boston Tour. 

Items We Will Collect Include: 

 Anything you can wear (clothing, coats, scarves, hats, socks, shoes, purses, bags, belts, etc.) 

 Anything made of cloth (pillows, curtains, throw rugs, sheets, towels, blankets, comforters, quilts, random 
sock or mitten without a match,  etc.) 

 All materials can be in ANY condition. That INCLUDES: old, used, worn, ripped, stained, torn clothes, old 
cleaning rags, etc.  

*Tax donation forms will be available for those who make a donation.* 

We get paid per pound of donated items. So bring in those heavy old work boots and those heavy sheets you     

haven’t put on a bed in over 10 years!  

Your donation will support the Easter Seals, a nonprofit, community-based health agency dedicated to helping children 
and adults attain greater independence. They will be reselling their items at their consignment stores and all cloth items 
that cannot be sold will be recycled into carpet pads and other household items.  This fundraiser will also support our  
Mission trip and Confirmation Boston Tour.  And it helps you bycleaning out your house and receiving a tax donation 
form. 
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Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee (MGCC) 

WOW…what an informative and exciting online meeting the MGCC had with representatives of Eickhof                

Columbaria.  We learned they: 

 focus on only one thing- engineering, designing, and fabricating columbaria 

 have over 1000 installations (one in L.A., CA with 5000 niches), 

 emphasize quality control via dedication and experience (30 + years) of product testing, 

 patented the cement/fiberglass material utilized in construction of the niche cabinets, 

 maintain a “stone library” to ensure that future expansion or additions will match perfectly, 

 developed a unique “wrench” system for opening the niches which is virtually unseen, 

 have a 3-day turnaround time for inscriptions/engravings, 

 offer various types of units: preassembled free standing, specialty designs unique to a church, ones which 

attach to building exteriors/surrounds, 

 provide a “rendering service” to assist with design 

If you would like to learn more, you may want to visit their website:www.eickhofcolumbaria.com 

The MGCC will continue to move forward at our next meeting, February 9, 2016.   

Ash Wednesday, Lent & Easter 2016 
 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR WAYS TO DEEPEN YOUR FAITH JOURNEY THIS 

LENT? 

On Sunday February 21st, stop by the Fellowship Hall to participate in our Prayer Stations 
at 11:00AM.   This is a wonderful way to try different types of prayer and to reflect on different areas that 
God is working in your life. Be sure to stop by! 

 
Ash Wednesday is February 10th and we will begin the Holy season of Lent with the Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion at two services. There will be a 12:00 noon service for those who find that a 
midday service best suits their needs.  There will also be a 7:00 p.m. service.  Both services will be held in 
our sanctuary. 

 
Senior Pastor’s Bible Study will begin Wednesday February 17th  and will be held every Wednesday 
evening through March 16th from 6:30 to 8:00p.m. in the church’s narthex.  The book we will use is a  
Lenten Devotional book speaking to the Heart and Soul of the individual through life’s experiences. 
 
Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae (service of lights) is a re-telling of the Passion of Jesus through 
scripture and sacred hymns.  This service will be at 7:30 p.m. on March 24th.   
 
Good Friday, March 25th, the Sanctuary is open for personal meditation and communion from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 
Holy Saturday Vigil   March 26th 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. on March 27th 
 

Easter Celebration at 8:30 a.m.  and 10:00 a.m. on  March 27th

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

     Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, Feb. 8 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon 
Room.  We are still welcoming new members to this heart felt ministry.  Please join us to renew 
or learn knitting or crocheting skills.  If your talents aren't in needlework, you can still support 

the Prayer Shawl/ Baptism Blanket ministry by preparing the shawls for delivery or donating church program 
gift cards for JoAnn's or Michael's to be used toward the purchase of yarn.   

 

The Congregators  will meet at Eat N Park on Howe Rd. on Tuesday,  February 2nd at 12 noon.  If 
you need information please call Barb Stutler at 330-630-3972. 

Focus on Refugees 

Peter Makari, the UCC Area Executive for the Middle East, will share a program at Pilgrim UCC (130 Broad 
Blvd, Cuyahoga Falls) from 2-4PM on Sunday, January 31. The event will offer deeper understanding about 
what is happening in the Middle East with a particular focus on Syrian refugees. Watch for two additional  
sessions in February that will focus on the human realities of being a refugee and ways for the church and 
individuals to be involved in advocacy. 

Our Guest Speaker is   

The Honorable Evelyn Lundberg Stratton 

Thursday, April 7th at 6:00 pm 

                                     Guy’s Party Center   Waterloo Rd.   Akron 

Warrior’s Journey Home Gala 

February Faith and Family 

Homemade Pizza and Movie Night 

Faith and Family is open to everyone.  We have children from 3 year olds to middle school 
join us for family activities.  This ministry is about bringing everyone together to  celebrate 
family time with faithful people.  Come join us for homemade pizza and movie night on 
February 26 @ 6:00 pm.  Come to the church and make your own pizza and watch Inside 
Out.  Very fun relaxed evening with your family.  You might want to bring a comfortable 
chair or ,a sleeping bag and pillow, as we will watch it in the fellowship hall.  Wearing your 
PJs would be fun too.  Please RSVP by signing up in the Atrium by February 17.   

  “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  
John 15:5 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EkstV7IyDfUkWVQ0Abp87PtheSSXlTQKA3LQ3H4jXyhtgwLnNEHdZZhqwVGKZ3e9Ub2RUfqWsDkdwIYrq6zKltylk3CpAxPRUB2DRmYIw2VHBXglXMQRBqLafTTH5DskwnRzGQxYolYoVapCWickfvrjsHMhXFz1rPGWQTmpDR8=&c=3AGh55Ht4Me06MnNwFiNaPB1tf5c1p1zV5d7cZ4TZE8xKEXxYOuix
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Thank you for the beautiful Christmas music at noon and six o’clock.   It brightens our day and 
brings smiles and fond memories.  May the music continue through the year.  A truly wonderful 
Christmas gift.  Sincerely,  Harry and Nancy Jordan  120 Heritage. Dr.  
 
Thank you to my family and friends  for your caring and prayers during my recent surgery.  It will 

take time but I’m learning. Thank you to Nancy Lynn for your call and cards and keeping me in touch with our 
wonderful choirs.  Pastor Sarah, your visits and kind words meant a lot– thank you.  A special thanks to Dr. John 
for your visits– caring, listening and prayers.  We at FCC are truly blessed,   Joan Haby 
 
 

Our night custodian, Teresa would like to thank everyone who blessed her with a Christmas Gift.  Thank you so 
much.  I am so blessed to clean God’s house for you.  I am truly blessed by you.  Teresa Snyder 
 
Dear Friends at First Congregational Church,  Jim’s memorial service was touching-thanks to Dr. John for that.  
My children and I thank you for the lovely planter.  Jim had a good, long and interesting life.  He will be greatly 
missed.  During a time like this we realize how much our friends and relatives really mean to us.                      
Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered.  Pat Woodling. 
 
 

Don and I would like to thank Dr. John, Pastor Sarah, and our church family who prayed, sent cards and called 
us during Don's recent surgeries. Don is now on his way to recovery.  Thanks again, Don & Judy Woerz. 
 
The family of Jack Gron would like to thank Dr. John for helping and guiding us through a  most difficult time.  
And thank you to Pastor Sarah for being with us when Jack had surgery, and to all our church family for the   
ongoing prayers and love.  Shirley, Kim and Mike, and family. 
 
Thank you for the nice gift from my secret Santa– whoever you may be!  And thank you for all the nice gifts 
from everyone who I have already thanked.   Love, Steve Ristich 
 
Thank you to all the people who helped, contributed and attended the First Annual Tailgate Chile and Corn-
bread Cook-Off!  It was a huge success, and good time was had by all who attended.  Congratulations to Chili 
Champ Parker Ramp and Cornbread Master Helen McKee, who each won a $40 gift certificate for dinner – one 
to Salsita’s and one to The Olive Garden.  It was wonderful to see the members of the church work together to 
make this event happen, and all profits will go to the Operating Budget, which was approved shortly before the 
luncheon . . . a great start to 2016.       Ginny Collins and her Fabulous Committee 

New Sunday School class for adults 

Looking for a Sunday school class?  Beginning Sunday, January 24th we will offer a video based 
discussion for adults at 9 a.m. in the library.  The first series runs for six weeks and will examine 
the topic of faith.  The video is based on John Ortberg’s book, If You Want to Walk on Water, 
You’ve got to Get Out of the Boat.  Though you may read the book, you need not do so to partici-
pate. Come watch the video each week and join in the discussion led by Rev. Judy Hamrick 

NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS 
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   BOOKMARKS     

Welcome 2016, 

Let us all pray we have a wonderful 2016.  May we look for the good things in life and pray for the strength to 
overcome the bad times. 

This month’s “Book Mark” a little different….instead of telling you about 1 or 2 books it’s a reminder of      
several excellent books we have and all are non-fiction.  These are out on the shelf under the church picture 
in library.  One is “Band of Sisters” by Kirstan Holmstedt. With more and more talk about the role of women 
in the military, this is about American women serving in Iraq. 

“Price of Freedom” by Simon Ivascue and Wesley Pop.  The true story of two young men’s horrifying escape 
from Romania to Italy.  The unbearable things they suffered and survived many times by clinging to their 
faith.  “Signing Their Lives Away” by Denice Kiernan and Joseph D’Agnese.  This book tells of the fame and 
misfortune of all the men that signed the Declaration of Independence.  A historical review of signers lives, 
the cause of their deaths, and their beliefs.  The book cover unfolds to a very authentic looking copy of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

“Three Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.  This is an attempt of one young man to build 
schools, especially for girls, in a very poor village in Pakistan.  This was a promise he made when these village 
people saved his life while he was on a dangerous mountain climb.  The last three are:  “Unbroken” by Laura 
Hillenbrand; “Killing Lincoln” and “Killing Reagan” by Bill O’Reilly.  To read any of these three will educate 
you like no other books.  Fantastic reads! 

We appreciate those who donate books to the library.  Thank you very much.  Please leave your name with 
the book(s) so I can contact you in case we have questions. 

Blessings,  

Jo Hostutler 

Raise the Roof 

The members of the Board of Trustees and the members of the Board of Stewardship hope 
that everyone enjoyed a Blessed Holiday Season.  Now we have to change gears and get back 
to the hard work of the daily, on-going, work of keeping our beautiful church and property 
efficiently   running.  To accomplish this task, we need everyone's assistance. 

Our project to replace the flat roof over a portion of the building continues to be 
an imperative and necessary cause.  To date, we have received contributions of  approximately $57,000.  We 
are extremely thankful to everyone who has been so generous.  However, we are still short of our goal of 
$100,000.  We need to continue our drive to raise the necessary funding before repairs can be started. 

Some members have recently inquired if all the monies coming in from the red envelopes are going toward 
the roof project.  The answer is no.  The red envelopes are special donations, but in order for those monies 
to be included in the roof project, you need to write "Raise the Roof" on the outside of the envelope or put 
the same notation on the memo line of your check. 

Again, permit me to say, "Thank you very much for your continued support of this much needed project". 

Yours in Christ, 

Richard P. Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Tim Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship   
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian  & Ed Belisle 
Margaret  Bumpass 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Sarah Christman 
Jean  DeWitt 
Esta Eriksen 
Lois Frazier 
Sue Gasaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Eric Grant 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 

Joan Haby 
Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
Alisa Kemph 
Dolores Koneval 
Zack Koop 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Bobby Manley 
Helen Mckee 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s Moth-
er) 
Gary Rambler  
William Saathoff 

Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Ken Speicher 
Charles Stayshich 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Gloria & Dan Tronge 
Ermon Thrasher 
Betty Vestal 
Kathy Welsh (Mike Collins’ cousin) 
Don Woerz 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing it 
in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call   
Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

 Sincere sympathy to Stephen  & Christine Burr and family on the loss of  Stephen’s Father, Mark Burr.  Mark 
passed away on December 12, 2015.  A memorial service was held on December 18, 2015. 
 

Deepest sympathy to Shirley Gron, Kim Gron-Carlson, Mike & Sherry Gron and family on the loss of husband, 
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, Jack.  Jack Gron passed away on January 3, 2016.  A memorial   
service was held at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge on January 9, 2016.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep 
officiated. 
 

Deepest sympathy  to Sharon (Greg) O’Neill, Steven (Jodi) Mong and families on the loss of their father, Fred 
Mong.  Fred passed away on January 10, 2016.  A funeral service was held on January 17, 2016 at First        
Congregational Church of Tallmadge.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 
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 General Operating Fund Note:  During December, 2015, receipts of $42,980 were ($125) below the monthly budget.  Actual 
expenses for December were $42,191 leaving a surplus for the month of $789 and a year-to-date deficit of ($24,117).  Oper-
ating expense for the year was $12,460 below budget year-to-date, which is good news, however, operating revenue was 
($36,580) under budget, primarily due to the level of Faith Offerings.  Our cumulative Operating Fund Deficit was at 
($51,880).  We have been operating at a deficit for a number of years and this is a situation which cannot continue for long.  
Please attend the upcoming annual meeting where the 2016 budget options will be addressed. 

Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases of 
SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both 
your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

 

 

GIVING 

Super Bowl Sub Sale 

Enjoy the famous Sub Sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday on February 7, 2016.  Order the Classic Sub with 

meat, cheese and lettuce or the Veggie Sub with cheese and  veggies. 

Cost:  $6.00 per Sub 

 

Name_________________________________ 

 

Phone No._____________________________ 

 

# of Classic Subs_______________ 

 

# of Veggie Subs________________ 

 

# of donated Classic Subs ________________  

(Donated subs will be shared as a gift with neighbors such as the Tallmadge Fire Station, Freedom House 

group home for veterans in Kent, Faithful Servants Care Center volunteers, and the Tallmadge Police Depart-

ment.) 

Please CUT OUT THIS FORM, fill it out, and return to the youth at the table in the Atrium on Sunday mornings  

January 24th and 31st. 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

January 31    Rev. Courtney 

February 7    Dr. Schluep 

February 14  Dr. Schluep 

February 21  Dr. Schluep 

February 28  Rev. Courtney 

January 31  Frank & Rebecca Moore 

February 7  Mike & Ginny Collins 

February 14  Terri Poff  & Shelley Williams 

February 21  Suzanne Creswell & Gayle Savage 

February 28  Jim & Jana Caplinger 

     Altar Flowers 
January 31 
 

February 7 

February 14 

February 21 

February 28 

January 31   Al Lytle, Bob Davis, Ken Caldwell , Larry Bagnoli 

February 7  Jim & Dee West, Larry Robinson, Chris Bauch 

February 14 Angus McNair, Mark Bowers, Tim Burns, Gary Myers 

February 21  Jim & Dee West, Gary Myers, Bonnie Fordham 

February 28  Terri Poff , Gary Marlow, Bill & Ann Emmitt 

USHERS 

December 20 
8:30 Worship  49 
10 Worship    273 
 
December 24 
5 pm   257 
10 pm 210 
 
December 27 
10 am 104 
 

January 3 
8:30  33 
!0    172 
 
January 10 
8:30 am  45 
10 am    227 
 
January 17 
8:30 am  37 
10 am    221 

Remember to     
recycle your old 

cell phones, 
IPODS and PDA’s.  
The box is in the       

Atrium Coatroom. 

Acolytes 

January 31  Cara Mayfield, Nathan Mullins 

February 7 Katie Lally, Cameron Kruger 

February 14  Nathan Mullins, Cara Mayfield 

February 21  Hannah McConihe, Cameron Kruger 

February 28  Jesse Kanatzer, Nathan Mullins 

Please sign up for altar flowers  

across from the mail room and 

fill out a flower form for the 

church office. 
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February 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

7 pm WNI 

board mtg.  

 7 pm Heritage 

2 

2 Congregators 

2pm Sr.                  

Advisory 

7:All God’s 

Children 

 

3 

9 Quilters 

6:30  Stephen 

Min. 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

 

4  

10:30 Bingo & 

Lunch 

 

6:30 Chancel 

Choir 

5 

 

 

Sr. High Tubing 

and Lock In 

6 

Sr. High        

Lock in 

 

7 Communion 

8:10 Prayer 

group 

8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday 

School 

10:00 Worship 

8 

 

7 pm Yarning 

for Peace 

7 pm Heritage 

9 

 

6:30 Board 

Meetings 

7:45 Exec. 

Council 

10 ASH WEDS 

9 Quilters    

12 noon          

SERVICE 

 

7 pm SERVICE 

11 

1:30 Bible study 

6:00 Middle 

School Fellow-

ship 

6:30 Chancel 

12 

2-3:30 pm      

Alzheimer's 

program 

13 

14  8:30 Wor-

ship 

9:00 Sunday 

School 

10:00 Worship 

6 pm WJHM 

15 

President’s Day 

 

7 pm Heritage 

16 

 

 

6 pm Card  

Making 

17  9 Quilters 

6:30 Lenten 

study 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

18 

1:30 Bible study 

 

6:30 Chancel 

Choir 

19 

 

Middle School 

Lock-In  Tubing 

20 

Middle School 

Lock-In 

21  8:30 Wor-
ship 

9:00 Sunday 
School 

10:00 Worship 

4 pm Youth  
Fellowship 

22 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

23 

11 Alzheimer’s 

Caregivers    

support group 

24   9 Quilters 

6:30 Lenten 

study 

6:30 Chancel 

Ringers 

25 11WF  Brd. 
Meeting 

1:30 Bible study 

6:00 Middle 
School Fellow-
ship 

6:30 Chancel 
Choir 

26 

6pm Faith & 
Family: 
Movie Night– 
FH 

27 

28 8:30 Worship 

9:00 Sunday 

School 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 SPCM 

4 pm Youth  
Fellowship 

6 pm WJHM 

29 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: January 20, 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

